BCJ100 - INTRODUCTION TO CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Course Revision Date: 05/2020
Writing Assignment 1
View Grading Criteria
Before you begin, please make sure to review the Unit Examination Instructions pages in the Study Guide.
Please choose a question below and type your answer in the built-in text editor. You only need to select one question from the list below:

Compare and contrast the consensus and conflict models found in the U.S. criminal justice system.
The U.S. Department of Justice suggests several reasons for the decline of crime from the years 1991-2014. Examine three of those reasons.
Differentiate between mental illness and legal insanity. Explain three of the tests or rules that are used to determine legal insanity. Distinguish between being found not guilty by reason of insanity (NGRI) and being found guilty but mentally ill (GBMI).
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Writing Assignment 2
View Grading Criteria
Before you begin, please make sure to review the Unit Examination Instructions pages in the Study Guide.
Please choose a question below and type your answer in the built-in text editor. You only need to select one question from the list below:
List and define the three levels of law enforcement and give an example of each level.
Define due process, as required by the Bill of Rights, and explain what a landmark case is and why it is important.
Compare and contrast use of force, excessive force, and excessive use of force. Explain the importance of the force factor and the use of force continuum.
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Writing Assignment 3
View Grading Criteria
Before you begin, please make sure to review the Unit Examination Instructions pages in the Study Guide.
Please choose a question below and type your answer in the built-in text editor. You only need to select one question from the list below:
List and define three areas of prosecutorial discretion and discuss the benefits and pitfalls of each area.
Explain the process of plea bargaining and discuss its use in the criminal courts. What are some of the advantages of plea bargaining and what are some concerns with the process?
Explain aggravating and mitigating circumstances and when they are used. List and describe at least three aggravating and three mitigating circumstances.
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View Grading Criteria
Before you begin, please make sure to review the Unit Examination Instructions pages in the Study Guide.
Please choose a question below and type your answer in the built-in text editor. You only need to select one question from the list below:
Explain selective and collective incapacitation and discuss the advantages and problems with each strategy.
What is gender responsiveness? Why is it an important issue in corrections? Explain two of the National Institute of Corrections’ recommendations regarding gender responsiveness in prison.
Compare and contrast the juvenile justice system and the adult criminal case process. List and explain two similarities and four differences between them.
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